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letters a week, and some of them might have brought down
terrible people to Cattewater. However, no one came. Peace.
Auf wiedersehen (Dirty dogs, they have stopped off poor
Trotsky1: penalties of success!)                                         T.E.S.
392: TO MARSHAL OF THE R.A.F. SIR HUGH TRENCHARD
29.711.29.                                                                          \Cattew ater\
Dear Sir Hugh, I knew you'd consider the Empty Desert
idea: I hope it will be in your time. Philip Sassoon would have
helped it, with his imagination. I don't know your present team.
I spoke about it to G.B.S. and said if he met Lord T.a would
he urge it on him? Unfortunately he wrote to him, instead.
Writing isn't so supple an appeal. Also he seems to have
mentioned me, which of course disquiets the civilians. I wanted
the job considered on scientific grounds. It is the last piece of
exploration on earth. Doing it completes our knowledge of the
globe. It can only be done safely, cheaply and quickly by an
airship. I want the doing it to be an Air Ministry deed, without
press warning or pressure, beforehand. Let us* get the credit:
and for the Lord's sake do it quietly. If I am of the crew, I'll
get the credit: the press loves that sort of cheap personal touch.
It would be much better if your maps staff officer went, and
your best navigator, and a draughtsman and an intelligence
man, to write something plainly official. Yours sincerely,
T.E.SHAW
* Us is the R.A.F., in case you don't know!
393: TO LORD LLOYD3
29.711.29.                                                             Cattewater, Plymouth
This disgusts me4: first me, then you, G.L., what in God's name
is the matter with our blasted governors? Thank the Lord the
1 Trotsky was refused asylum in England by the Labour Government.
2 Lord Thomson, Secretary of State for Air.
8 Lawrence's close friendship with Lord Lloyd dated from the time when they worked
together in the Arab Bureau. They were also together in operations against the Hejaz
railway. See Seven Pillars of Wisdom, Chap. LXXII and Chap. LXIII.
* Lord Lloyd had resigned the High Commissionership of Egypt.